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Samhain 2013 

Happy New Year! 

 

This is a time of darkness where life begins. Just as a seed grows underground in the dark, we 

are traveling in the dark part of the year. We are the sowing seeds of things we want to sprout 

in the spring and continue to grow and bloom in the summer until we can harvest them in the 

fall. We follow the seasons of the year, turning and spinning. 

Here in Florida the temperature is still hot. We haven’t reached record numbers but 88 for 

trick or treating is rather warm. I remember having to bundle my daughter up with a coat and 

hat and then listen to the complaints that no one could see her costume. 

This is a perfect time of year to do divination. I have been working with The Enchanted Map 

oracle card set. At my local women’s group we each did a three-card reading. My question 

was, “What is going on in my life right now?” The three cards I pulled were #50 Compass (in 

the past), #11 Balancing Act (in the present), and #51 Moonlight (in the future). My 

interpretation is I have been lost. This reflects my spirituality and connection with Goddess. I 

haven’t been spending any time being spiritual except with the Apple Branch and our monthly 

rituals. I have been spending so much of my time doing mundane tasks and not working with 

magic. There was a time when I was very spiritual and it was a priority in my life. That seemed 

to change with the passing of my sweet Savannah Jane. I haven’t been able to make the 

connection that I had in the past so I have in fact been lost. This moves me into the present 

with the Balancing Act card. I have to decide what is important and focus on that. School has 

taken a lot of my time but I must find balance with the mundane and spiritual. This will be 

challenging but I am willing to do it. The card representing the future is Moonlight which tells 

me to listen to my inner voice and find balance. My intuition is talking but I haven’t been 

listening. I need to stop that and listen to my inner voice. Today I drew the Moonlight card 

again. This is the third time since the 12th. 
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I am making myself a promise and to Lilith, my matron goddess. I will renew my connection 

and spend time listening to my inner voice and less with my head. I hope you will spend some 

time with a form of divination and find out where you are headed. 

May you be prepared as you walk into the darkness. 

Samhain Blessings, 

Dawn 
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Artwork by Majak Bredell - Sacred Marriage 

 

SACRED MARRIAGE 

Majak Bredell was born in South Africa. In her mid-thirties she emigrated to New York where 

she lived and worked until Mother Africa called her back home after 23 years. She now lives in 

Limpopo Province against the Drakensberg where she continues to honor the sacred female 

in her artworks. 

She comments, “Having grown up 

with Calvinism’s puritanical 

restrictions on sexuality and its 

underlying body loathing, it was 

liberating and healing for me to 

create images in which sexuality 

takes on a sacred dimension and 

the promise such images may 

contain of gender equity.  

In ancient Sumeria the most 

significant rite of the New Year, the 

hieros gamos between the King –

who represented the god Dumuzi – 

and the sacred harlot/priestess – 

who was believed to be the 

embodiment of the Goddess Inanna 

herself – was celebrated at the 

Autumnal Equinox. The coupling of the year god with the Supreme Being of the goddess 

assured a balance between nature and cosmos. Much like the Christian celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist – a symbolic re-enactment of the sacrificial death of Christ by eating his “body” and 

drinking his “blood” – the ancient Sumerians enacted the ritual of the Sacred Marriage of the 

goddess and the god. This was believed to activate the fecundity and prosperity of the land. 

Unlike the Christian sacrament that remembers a tortured sacrifice for humankind’s sins, the 

Sumerians celebrated the Cycle of Life. The annual sexual rite served to assure the fertility of 
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land and womb alike in this arid windswept part of the world. The idea also arose that no King 

could ensure the prosperity of his people without having the cosmic powers of the life-giving 

Goddess of Love transferred to him during their sexual union. This is hardcore power! Imagine 

if today, the sexuality of the deity was seen to contain cosmic power. To Mesopotamians the 

indivisible fusion of the sexual and the sacred formed the core of religious thought and 

practice. The tradition of sacred intercourse endured for thousands of years as Inanna became 

Ishtar, Anat, Ashtoreth, Aphrodite ... 

  

Inanna sings: 

“As for me, Inanna, 

Who will plow my vulva? 

Who will plow my high field? 

Who will plow my wet ground?” 

  

Dumuzi replies: 

“Great Lady, the king will 

plow your vulva. 

I, Dumuzi, the King 

will plow your vulva.” 
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HIEROS GAMOS 

Ask Your Mama by Mama Donna Henes 

 

Are you cyclically confused? In a ceremonial quandary? Completely clueless? Wonder no 

more. 

                                        *Ask Your Mama™                                     

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Spirituality and Didn’t Know Who to 

Ask™ 

by 

©Mama Donna Henes, Urban Shaman 

  

A Question of Intention 

Dear Mama Donna, 

I am looking for some information/advice. I consider myself a Goddess Worshiper and don't 

really know anything about magic. The little I do know is that it has a lot to do with intention. I 

like the pentagram design; to me it is a symbol of the order and interconnectedness of the 

universe. 

Recently I bought a walking stick/staff at a craft festival just because it seemed like a neat 

thing to have. The vendor offered to put a pentagram on the top of the stick I bought after I 

asked if he had any with one on. He must have known at least a little about such things, 

because as he was doing it he said something about turning two of the points inward if I 

wanted to use if for protection and two outward if I wanted to use it for something else (I 

can't remember the word he used) He also had a lot of other sticks with Norse runes on them, 

and said he's made them for people who use them in rituals. 

It occurred to me that I don't know what intention, if any, this stranger was putting into the 

staff I purchased. I remembered a conversation I had overheard about exorcisms and evil. 
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My question is: Is it possible to have brought an evil influence into my life by having made this 

purchase or to be "evil" unintentionally? 

Thank you for taking the time to read my message. Bright Blessings, 

-Concerned about Evil Intentions in Minnesota 

Dear Concerned, 

Don’t be. I wouldn't worry that he was putting any evil intentions into your staff. Why would 

he? His intention was probably to make a great staff, to make a great customer and to make 

money. 

But it is always a good idea to cleanse any sort of ritual tool that you purchase in order to 

remove the energy and influence of anybody else, which might have been absorbed by the 

object. In this way you make it truly your own. 

Why don't you smudge it with purifying smoke? Try burning sage, cedar, juniper, copal, 

frankincense, myrrh or camphor and wash the staff with this holy smoke. 

Then when you feel it is clean, put your own best intention into it. After that, you can draw it 

through the smoke of sweet grass. This invites in the sweet, positive, protective spirits. 

It is very common to “dress” ritual objects — that is, to add decorative elements such as glitter, 

ribbons, flowers, fabric, etc., to enhance their beauty. You can also affix spiritual amulets of 

personal significance to charge the power of your intention. 

Now bless your staff to be a partner to help keep you merrily walking along on your path. For 

this blessing you can use water or any special oil. Or you can put it outside to be blessed by 

moonlight or sunlight or whatever feels right to you. 

You have thus erased all energy but your own and you have claimed this object as something 

special and holy. Now it is ready to serve your needs and intentions, whether it be for 

ceremony or simply to take a walk in the woods. 

Blessings along the way, 

xxMama Donna 
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*Are you cyclically confused? In a ceremonial quandary? Completely clueless? Wonder no 

more. *Send your questions about seasons, cycles, celebrations, ceremonies and spirit to 

Mama Donna at: CityShaman@aol.com 

************************************************************* 

Donna Henes is an internationally renowned urban shaman, ritual expert, award-winning 

author, popular speaker and workshop leader whose joyful celebrations of celestial events have 

introduced ancient traditional rituals and contemporary ceremonies to millions of people in 

more than 100 cities since 1972. She has published four books, a CD, an acclaimed Ezine and 

writes for The Huffington Post, Beliefnet and UPI Religion and Spirituality Forum. Mama Donna, 

as she is affectionately called, maintains a ceremonial center, spirit shop, ritual practice and 

consultancy in Exotic Brooklyn, NY where she offers intuitive tarot readings and spiritual 

counseling and works with individuals, groups, institutions, municipalities and corporations to 

create meaningful ceremonies for every imaginable occasion. 

www.DonnaHenes.net 

www.TheQueenOfMySelf.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donna_Henes 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Queen_of_My_Self 

Watch her videos: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/MamaDonnaHenes 

Follow her on Twitter: 

http://twitter.com/queenmamadonna 

Connect with her on Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/MamaDonnaHenes 

Read her on the Huffington Post: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/donna-henes/ 

Read her on Beliefnet: 

http://blog.beliefnet.com/thequeenofmyself/ 

mailto:CityShaman@aol.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Queen_of_My_Self
http://blog.beliefnet.com/thequeenofmyself/
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Astragalomancy by B. Duxtir 

 

  

 

Diverse pieces found in excavations used for the games of chance and divination. 

Astragalomancy - or the technique of predicting the future by fate, via astragals then later via 

dice-, which we also name cleromancy, exists since prehistory. Before the standard cubic dice 

with 6 faces became common, antique peoples used diverse objects such of the cores of fruit, 

shells, pebbles, flat sticks and cockleshells to obtain random results by the games. The launch 

of these objects was a way to guess bad luck, to choose players, or as a method of prediction. 

Throughout history, their use has turned out to be sometimes playful - simply for the game, 

and sometimes divinatory. Dice are thus the oldest instruments of game which humans have 

known. 

 To better place their use in a time period, let us mention that the Egyptian graves, dated 2000 

years BC, have proved to contain dice. Discoveries made in archaeological excavations 

demonstrate that certain dice go back to 6000 years BC. They were thus developed at the 
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same time by many antique cultures all around the world and were not simply invented, or 

popularized, specifically, by a one continent or another. 

  

The aspect of "prediction of the future " or mancie, was always an important field. The Greek 

word AStrAGALOS means " divination by astragals "; what demonstrates that they were also 

used as tool to predict the future.  

Even in Arabia, the word used to name "astragals" is the same that the one that we use for 

"dice". 

Astragals are thus the ancestors of our contemporary dice. It turns out that our modern dice, 

with six faces - and which the points of two opposite faces always give as adds the number 

seven - appeared, it seems, by 1400 BC.  

In one divinatory purpose, the soothsayers have interpreted the Oracles obtained by the 

throw of dice - or from other menus objects such beans, shells, pebbles, etc. - for millennia.  

We shall explore thus first of all the simplified contemporary interpretation, results of the 

throw of three dice. Then secondly, we shall deepen the divinatory system of the ancient 

Greeks, based on their alphabet of 24 letters, and similar this way to the divination by Runes; 

because following the example of Runes and Tarots, it is very rich in teachings.  

First of all, let us mention that to execute a drawing with dice, we often use a bounded space. 

For example, it is enough to draw a circle having a diameter of 10-12 inches (25-30 cms), and 

to launch three dice in the circle. The total sum of the dice, which are inside the circle, gives 

the Oracle of the drawing of three dice.  

We can use them in several ways, in the form of closed question (yes or no) by 

throwing  several astragals, by counting if a certain face stands out several times.  

Here is how are attributed points, to be added, to return an oracle: 
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On the top left the hollow: 3 points, 

On the top right the back: 4 points, 

On the left below the flat said face or "I": 1 point, 

On the right below the "S": 6 points.  

In a more complete way by using a value attributed to each face:  

Here is a contemporary method:  

0- There is no divination in dice for you, at present. 

1- Solitude. We can count only on oneself without hoping for the support medium of others. 

2- Love, couple, association. Difficulty balancing harmony / disharmony. Feelings exaggerated 

to others. 

3- Your situation will change without prior notice, and very soon. Very short-term pleasant 

surprises. 
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4- Arguments, disagreements and quarrels can occur. Certain displeasure can occur. 

5- A desire will be filled, a realized plan, a wish granted 

6- Planned loss, probably of money ; although it can involve something of more general order. 

7- Situation or a question difficult to solve. Possible difficulties in business, troubles of money, 

gossip, scandal, etc. 

8- A lack of concentration or reflection can lead to difficulties or to distress. Expect to be 

criticized. 

9- An association, a partnership, a union or a marriage which will have implications for you. 

10- Birth of a project, a promotion, an upturning for your career; or even, the arrival of a new 

baby. 

11- A close relative may become ill, or have to go on a journey. Indicates a departure, which 

can be temporary. 

12- You will receive a message which will have some consequence on you; or which will have 

a certain importance. 

13- Disappointment, pain or poverty if you pursue the same direction, or continue in the 

current situation. 

14- You will receive a help or an unhoped-for assistance from somebody who is close to you. 

Friendship, support of a new friend. 

15- Caution in what you say or make: it could bring you difficulties. Begin no new project. 

16- A nice moment of relaxation or small pleasant journey, having for result the satisfaction. 

17- A change of plans could soon become necessary. Make a decision based on a new 

opinion. 

18- Happy results, very favorable and very lucky on the short term. Success in your business. A 

wish could be granted.  

We can attribute to the values different interpretations because for those who have just been 

enumerated can appear a little excessive. As for me I like to see where the problem lies and 

especially the possible solutions which offer themselves to me. Other boards of 
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correspondences in numerology or in the kabbalah also could inspire you to create your own 

drawings. 

Here is another older interpretation: 

An authentic oracle by the drawing of dice based on the Greek alphabet, which results of an 

inscription in Limyra, a city in antique Lycia.  

The divinatory use of the Greek alphabet is less known than that of the Runes. Every letter of 

the alphabet has a corresponding oracle, and the first word of the oracle (in Greek) begins 

with the letter Alpha. In the picture, to under every letter, find its numeral been worth for the 

oracle; then, the traditional numerical been worth of the Greek letter, which can be used one 

the isopsêphia (Greek geomancy).  

  

 

(In the interpretations given below, the first value is attributed to the drawing of dice and the 

second value attributed to the drawing of astragles).  

Alpha (30-30; 1) • the god [Apollo] says that you will make all {Hapanta} successfully. 

Beta (29-28; 2) • By means of Tyche [ fortune], you will have an assistant { Boêthos}, Pythien 

[ Apollo]. 

Gamma (28-27; 3) • Gaia [the Earth] { Gê} will give you the ripe fruit of your labors. 

Delta (27-26; 4) • The usual use (custom) of an inconvenient strength {Dunamis} is weakness. 
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Epsilon (26-25; 5) • You desire {Eraô} to see the offspring of marriages and justifiable 

associations. 

Zeta (24-24; 7) • Save yourselves from the big storm {Zalê}, for fear of being neutralized in any 

way. 

Eta (23-23; 8) • The bright Sun [ Sun] {Hêlios}, which observes everything, observes you and 

takes care of you. 

Theta (22-22; 9) • You have Gods caregivers {Theoi} for this way, this situation. 

Iota (21-21; 10) • There is of the sweat {Hidrôs}; it excels more that something quite different. 

Kappa (20-20; 20) To fight the waves {Kuma} is difficult; stand firm, my friend. 

Lambda (19-19; 30) •That passing as the left-hand side {Laios}, brings a good omen for 

everything. 

Mu (18-18; 40) • It is necessary to work hard {Mokhtheo}, but the change will be admirable. 

Nu (17-17; 50) • The present of reconciliation was offered {Neikêphoros}, carries out the 

Oracle. 

Xi (16-16; 60) • There is no fruit to harvest {Xêros} of a faded shoot. 

Omicron (15-15; 70) • There are no grains {Ou} to harvest which were not scattered. 

Pi (14-14; 80) • With much competition {Polus}, you will seize the crown. 

Rho (12-13; 100) • You will move forward more easily {Rhaion} if you wait for a short time. 

Sigma (12-12; 200) • Phoibos [Apollo] says simply {Saphôs}, “Rest, my friend.” 

Tau (10-11; 300) • You will have to live a departure, to separate you from {Tôn} companion. 

Upsilon (9-10; 400) • An affair carries in her a noble company {Huposkhesis}. 

Phi (8-9; 500) • Having made something untidily {Phaulos}, you will blame then the gods. 

Khi (7-8; 600) • Success, friend; you will achieve a golden oracle {Khruseos}. 

Psi (6-7; 700) • You have this morally justified sentence {Psêphos} from the Gods. 

Omega (5-5; 800) • You will have a season of harvest difficult, little useful {Ômos}.  
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Methods of drawings: 

  

The general Oracle 

  

Follow the previous indications by using 3 dice. Take time to warm them in the hollow of the 

hand; by rolling them some against the others, and by thinking of your concern. Then, place 

dice in a tumbler - or keep them in those of the hands-, brew, and throw dice inside the circle. 

The result of the drawing is obtained by adding the numbers which appear on the surface of 

dice into the circle; what gives the Oracle to the question asked, or to the concern.  

ONE - Solitude, isolation. Count only on oneself. 

TWO- Harmony and/or disharmony regarding couple or association. 

THREE- Unhoped-for developments. A pleasant surprise. 

FOUR- Discord, dissatisfaction. Possibility of quarrel 

FIVE- A close relation or a foreigner can grant one of your wishes. Possibility of burial. 

SIX- Discouragement. Possibility of financial loss. 

SEVEN- Deadlines in business. Possible scandals in company. 

EIGHT- Be careful in the mindless actions which could bring you problems. 

NINE- A commitment, a partnership, a marriage or a reconciliation. 

TEN- Birth of a new project, a new situation, or a baby. Possible promotion. 

ELEVEN- A loved one gets ready to make a small journey. 

TWELVE- Announcement of an important message, or an important letter. 

THIRTEEN- Sadness, depression or temporary misfortune. 

FOURTEEN- Choose your friends carefully, and love the best. 

FIFTEEN- Do not let a temporary good Fortune cause you to make irrational actions. 

SIXTEEN- A pleasant and possibly profitable journey or initiative, waits for you. 
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SEVENTEEN- Change of plan to be planned organized. 

EIGHTEEN- Success, gratitudes, happiness. 

Throw three by three 

Using 3 dice, the consultant takes time to warm them in the hollow of the hand; by rolling 

them some against the others, and by thinking of his/her concern. Afterward, the consultant 

puts down dice and selects each of the dice in alternation, separately, by beginning with the 

first one. He brews and throws the first die; then breaststroke and throws the second die; and 

breaststroke and throws the third die. We note then the result of the drawing, by adding the 

numbers which appear on the surface of dice. Then, we begin again the same method second 

time; and finally, third time.  

The first drawing speaks about the general situation of the consultant. 

The second drawing, will give indications onto the financial situation, or business, consultant. 

The third drawing speaks about the emotional situation of the consultant, and about its 

relations with others.  

First Drawing:  

6 - Warning to stay on his/her guard, a borrowed way. Indicate the imminence of an event, 

but veiled or hidden, which can be good or bad. 

5 - Persevere and demonstrate some determination in the pursuit of your purposes and 

ambitions. 

4 - Presence of a man who will carry you becomes stale, fortunate results for your future plans. 

Luck  in games of chance. 

3 - An escapade or travels of youth, or you can possibly receive an important information via a 

letter, or via another means of communication. 

2 - Indicates the end of something, or the sudden change of events about some question of 

importance for you. Can be the indication of your own mortality. 

1 - Complications can entangle you in business, even if it did not seem to be like that for the 

first glance.  
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Second Drawing:  

6 - An unknown person will have an excessive influence on your relations with the family or 

with your close relations. 

5 - An event of big importance arises in your house, or within your family. 

4 - Inconveniences, disappointments and disappointments may happen to you. 

3 – Arrival of new love, or new friendship, in your life. 

2 - New plans and ideas will lead you to a bigger productivity. 

1 - Wait you to find a new enthusiasm, which will lead you to the obtaining of a big success.  

Third Drawing:  

6 - Good Fortune regarding money, regarding properties and regarding wealth. 

5 - An opportunity to celebrate will appear at you. 

4 - New opportunities will appear at you, or maybe even the solution to an old problem. 

3 - You hold the key to create your future perspectives. Find enthusiasm and zeal to reach 

your ambitions. 

2 - Events will move at high speed, and you will have to pay attention not to make errors. 

1 - Take certain precautions and pay attention on your needs, to preserve your health and a 

solid spirit.  

The Specific Oracle:  

This drawing suits well, if you want to return more specific forecasts compared to various 

sectors of your life. To do it, it is a question of dividing the circle of chalk into twelve parts. 

Then number them in beginner by the number 1, in position of 11 hours AM; and work 

anticlockwise for the numbering. It will be enough to use the usual indications by using 3 dice, 

which we warm at first, which we brew and which we throw in the circle.  

1st Section: events for the next year OR personality of the consultant, the mental sound, its 

physical health 

2nd Section: business of money, excluding possessions and properties 
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3rd Section: journeys OR family by the blood, excluding father and mother 

4th Section: domestic affair such parents, the house, the properties 

5th Section: current situation OR love and pleasures 

6th Section: health of our dependent, such spouse, children, employees or animals 

7th Section: unions and partnerships, legal affairs and conflicts 

8th Section: death and legal affairs, legacies, inheritances and associated affairs 

9th Section: current state of mind, spiritual affairs, last great journeys 

10th Section: work and profession, career and life at work 

11th Section: friends and social life 

12th Section: enemies, limitations and obstacles  

Three dice having been thrown, their respective numbers and meanings relate to the specific 

segments in which they fall: such as indicated in the board below:  

ONE- Favorable indications. 

TWO- Your success depends on the preservation of peaceful and fair relations. 

THREE- Success, victory. 

FOUR- Disappointment. 

FIVE- Good news. 

SIX- Uncertainties.  

Let us underline that the message is strengthened, if two or three dice fall in the same section. 

Having interpreted dice one by one in touch with their respective section, the total of three 

dice can be then calculated to find the sum: and give rise to a combined general reading.  

Samhain is a good moment to try this kind of divination, while I am writing this article, I am 

waiting for a friend, a witch that will send me a set of goat anklebones.  

I love to work with the bones, the energy flow freely through them, to me it is a good thing 

for divination as I like to consecrate or magnetize a game or set, and at each cast or spread, to 
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charge them with my question; omens appear in the pure inspiration, of an intent, and from 

the gods.  

Would you give a try and experience astragalomancy?  

  

Author: B. Duxtir, Supervisor for correct translation and spelling: Mut Danu  

Origin website: http://www.unicorne.com/ 

Book Review by Dawn Thomas: The Song of the Shaman by Annette Vendryers Leach 

 

Publisher: MindPress Media 

Print Length: 257 Pages 

Published Date: August, 1, 2013 

Literature/Fiction (Adult), Religion & Spirituality 

Sherri is a single woman whose biological clock is 

calling. She goes into labor in the backseat of a taxi cab 

in New York City. Her son, Zig, is a special child. He tells 

her stories about when he was an Indian. Sherri does 

not know what to make of him and his stories of a past 

life. Sherri does not know her heritage. Her adopted 

parents would not talk to her about it. The book flashes 

back to 1899 in Panama where we meet Louise, a young 

woman of 20, her younger sister Maud and her father 

Charles. Charles fears Maud’s illness is getting worse and seeks out a shaman when the local 

doctors are unable to help her. They ride to see a shaman to help with Maud’s breathing and 

frail condition. Once they arrive at a river and meet Benjamin, the shaman’s grandson who 

takes them to the shaman’s village. The shaman performs healing rituals and teas while 

chanting and singing day and night. Maud appears to be improving but Charles must return 

to work in the city. They agree Benjamin should accompany them to continue with Maud’s 

healing. 

http://www.unicorne.com/
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The book travels back and forth from the past to current day. Health issues seem to plague 

both families. Zig continues to challenge Sherri every day. He seems to know much more than 

a 10 year old boy should especially about Sherri’s past. On a school trip to a Native American 

museum, Sherri hears Zig speaking Spanish to a museum curator. When she asks him about it 

he doesn’t know what she is talking about and said it just felt natural to him. Back in the past, 

Louise’s family arrives home Maud continues to improve. One evening a terrible storm comes 

that changes all of their lives and they must life with the consequences. 

The book is well-written and the author does a very good job switching from the past to the 

present. Some stories that jump from past to present and back again seem chopping. This 

story flowed smoothly. The author does an amazing job with the imagery. It was easy to 

imagine life at the turn of the century in Panama and the hectic city life of New York. The 

characters are realistic and engaging. I found myself wondering what would happen next with 

Sherri and Zig and their adventures. 

Book Review by Dawn Thomas : Water Book One of the Akasha Series by 

Terra Harmony 

 

Print Length: 290 Pages 

Amazon Digital Services 

New Adult, Sci Fi & Fantasy 

Kaitlyn Alder was snowboarding when an avalanche 

came crashing down on her. When she wakes she finds 

herself in a small room. She doesn’t remember anything 

since the snow was burying her on the mountain. She 

makes a break for it out a window and runs for her life. 

When caught she is brought back to the facility and 

meets Cato, the leader of the Chakra. He explains the 

work they do in ecology. He gives her a choice: leave 

and go back to her lonely life or stay and find out about 

her role as a Gaia in helping repair the world. 



23 

 

We learn about The Seven and their plans to repair the earth and bring about balance. This is 

a book for mature readers since several chapters have intimate details of sexual abuse. The 

characters are distinct and very different. There is the understanding leader, the passionate 

lover, the hateful competitor, and platonic friend, and a sister. It will be interesting to see how 

they grow in future books. The ecology storyline is intriguing and timely. We tend to overlook 

things we can do to better with the planet. I look forward to reading the rest of the books in 

the series. 

Buzzard Woman by Molly 

  

Buzzard Woman 

scouring the earth 

scavenging 

uncovering 

digging up 

clawing away.  

She picks the meat 

from your bones 

she drops the scales 

from your eyes 

she cleans out 

your shell.  

Digesting 

transforming 

all that has passed away 

into something new 

clearing away the dead 

making way for rebirth. 
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Listen to her 

she says 

waste nothing. 

 

 

Evocationis Antica by H. Byron 

Ballard 

 

From the time we are small, we see our world 

as a place peopled with beings, visible and 

invisible. The unseen world is animated 

through our vivid imaginations--colorful, 

fantastic, and dangerous. Many of us have 

experienced a young child or an infant in her 

mother’s arms, looking past the people 

present, smiling and waving at someone no 

one else can see. And some of us have heard 

the soft moist voice, whether in dreams or 

daylight, of someone long gone from our 

time and place. 

The ending of physical life is as richly 

populated with unseen beings. Sometimes a 

deceased parent is present to comfort a 

dying Elder--a parent decades dead. Or other deceased relatives will be crowding around the 

bed, whispering, encouraging, and loving the barely-living across the Veil. 

So often, the overarching culture presents us with the Dead as formidable enemies, bent on 

tormenting or destroying the living through their intense jealousy of All Things Live. Books 

and films feature screaming, hungry ghosts that demand attention and respect. Or they 
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feature the languid and lost soul with her unknown “unfinished business,” who is doomed to 

forever recreate one moment in time. 

We are delighted by tv shows that purport to visit haunted areas and somehow monitor these 

apparitions with elaborate equipment. There is always an element of doubt--or better, 

danger--that keeps us focused on the sad ruins of some historic place. Many cities have 

commoditized the Dead through dramatic ghost tours that carry forward folkloric traditions or, 

in some cases, simply make up good stories. 

But what if we reframed our relationship to the Dead? The great necropolis of Newgrange in 

the Boyne Valley of Ireland features a low, white-faced mound atop a hill.  Below are the rich 

valleys, once tended by the very Neolithic farmers who honored their dead in such a powerful 

way. The Dead were always present--for advice, for wisdom, for comfort. 

Modern Pagans are reclaiming the rites owed the Dead and are also reclaiming the 

relationships that continue once the Veil has been rent asunder.  We think of our recent Dead-

-our family members and friends for whom we still grieve, those people we are still tempted 

to call when there is good news.  Every year brings a new Samhain list--names scribbled on a 

piece of paper on the altar, names of grandmas, uncles, friends, animal companions. 

We honor our Beloved Long Dead, the Ancestors, who are there to function much as those 

Irish dead do at Bru Na Boinne--to advise, to comfort, to impart their wisdom, if we are willing 

to listen.  We celebrate our connection to them by making their favorite recipes, by telling 

stories about them and their ways. If we are fortunate enough to live near where they are 

buried, we tend their graves with love. What is remembered and honored, lives. 

And we have a special place of honor for the Mighty Dead--those inspirational figures from 

history or myth to whom we choose to ally ourselves. Heroes, leaders, great thinkers and 

artists--all these are the Mighty Dead. Women who long for their own authority and agency 

will claim Boudicca, young activists stand with Harriet Tubman, wild and free spirits will evoke 

the name of Isadora Duncan, all mighty in their own way, all worthy of our respect and our 

admiration. 

This solemn and beautiful season of Samhain--the time of the final harvest and the turning of 

the year--is a densely-textured period of grief, reflection, longing and joy. Embracing all these 

aspects--while still enjoying the silly season of Hallowe’en--is a perfect way to enter into the 
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darkest parts of the year, in a time when the world itself is increasingly fraught.  May this 

season bring you closer to those who have gone before and help you through with a small 

light in these shadowy days. 

Mama Donna's Spirit Shop 

  

 

Moon Schedule Samhain to Winter Solstice By Dawn “Belladonna” Thomas 

(Times are Eastern Time) 

  

2nd Quarter – November 10th: 12:57 a.m.  

Full “Mourning” Moon – November 17th: 10:16 a.m.  

4th Quarter – November 25th: 2:28 p.m.  

New Moon – December 2nd: 7:22 p.m.  

2nd Quarter – December 9th: 10:12 a.m.  

Full “Long Nights” Moon – December 17th: 4:28 a.m. 

  

Moon Void of Course Schedule 

  

Date Starts Ends 
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November 2nd 8:47 a.m. 1:35 p.m. 

November 3rd 11:23 p.m. November 4th 3:14 p.m. 

November 5th 11:48 a.m. November 6th 4:44 p.m. 

November 8th 2:39 a.m. 6:30 p.m. 

November 10th 12:57 a.m. 9:36 p.m. 

November 12th 9:34 a.m. November 13th 2:39 a.m. 

November 14th 3:57 p.m. November 15th 9:49 a.m. 

November 17th 10:16 a.m. 7:07 p.m. 

November 19th 10:59 a.m. November 20th 6:23 a.m. 

November 22nd 2:11 a.m. 6:56 p.m. 

November 24th 3:59 a.m. November 25th 7:11 a.m. 

November 27th 6:44 a.m. 5:00 p.m. 

November 29th 6:13 a.m. 11:03 p.m. 

December 1st 8:34 p.m. December 2nd 1:31 a.m. 

December 3rd 10:45 p.m. December 4th 1:49 a.m. 

December 6th 12:31 a.m. 1:53 a.m. 

December 7th 7:11 a.m. December 8th 3:34 a.m. 

December 10th 1:41 a.m. 8:06 a.m. 

December 12th 10:37 a.m. 3:40 p.m. 

December 14th 9:54 p.m. December 15th 1:40 a.m. 

December 17th 4:28 a.m. 1:17 p.m. 

December 19th 11:37 p.m. December 20th 1: 48 a.m. 

  

Planting Days 

November: 4th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 30th 
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December: 1st, 8th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 18th, 19th 

  

Harvesting Days 

November: 18th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, 30th 

December: 2nd, 20th 

Pagan Every Day: December 12th – The Business of Oracles by Barbara 

Ardinger, PhD 

 I am Sir Oracle, 

And when I open my lips, let no dog bark! 

—William Shakespear, The Merchant of Venice  

The folly of mistaking a paradox for a discovery, a 

Metaphor for a proof, a torrent of verbiage for a spring 

Of capital truth, and oneself for an oracle, is inborn in us. 

—Paul Valery, Introduction to the Method of Leonardo da Vinci 

From the I Ching and the tarot to runes, Angel Cards, and Goddess Amulets, we love our 

oracular tools. We scry and dowse. We look at the flights of birds, converse with bees, and 

listen to the whispers of the leaves on the trees. Though the Muggles want to know the future 

as fervently as anyone else, they scoff at our “superstitions.” Then—just like everyone else—

they plunk down their silver and get a reading. Some readers believe that it’s best to be 

prudent when reading at a psychic fair. Others tell it like it is, letting the cards (or stalks or 

coins or runes or bones) fall where they may. 

I quit doing readings because I became weary of questions about people’s love lives and jobs. 

When I said, “Trust the oracle but do your homework,” my querents didn’t understand. I have 

to explain that magic arises out of hard work and adjustments in consciousness that puts us in 

the right place, physically, emotionally, or mentally, for change to happen. 

Reader, what precautions do you take when you do a reading? We know it’s easy to read 

someone’s mind or ask careful questions and then tell that person what she wants to hear. 

How do we avoid creating self-fulfilling prophecies or fantasies? How do we deal with a 

possible or potential future that may contain death or disaster? What makes an honest reader? 
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Every Day: Finding the Extraordinary in Our Ordinary Lives (RedWheel/Weiser, 2006), a 

unique daybook of daily meditations, stories, and activities. Her new book, Secret Lives is 

a novel of magical realism about elderly women, younger women, good men, and 

mythological characters including the Green Man and the Norns gone mad in a modern 

world. Her earlier books are Finding New Goddesses, Quicksilver Moon, Goddess 

Meditations, and Practicing the Presence of the Goddess. Her day job is freelance 

editing for people who don't want to embarrass themselves in print. Barbara lives in 

southern California. To purchase a signed copy of Finding New Goddesses, just send 

Barbara an email at bawriting@earthlink.net 

Pagan Every Day: December 8th – IxChel by Barbara Ardinger, PhD 

 

IxChel, “Lady Rainbow,” is a Mayan goddess of the moon, water, healing, childbirth, and 

weaving. She may be married to Voltan, an earth god, or to Itzamna, lord of all gods, founder 

of Mayan culture, and inventor of writing. Their children are the Bacabs, wind or jaguar gods 

who hold up the sky in the four directions. IxChel is frequently shown as an old woman, 

sometimes holding a serpent, sometimes a water jug. 

One story about IxChel tells that when she falls in love with the sun, her jealous grandfather 

hurls lightning at her and kills her. Thirteen dragonflies grieve over her for thirteen days, at 

which time she is reborn. She follows her lover, the sun, up to his palace in the sky. But now 

he becomes jealous and accuses her of taking a new lover, the morning star, who is the sun’s 

brother. Stalked and chased out of heaven by the jealous sun, IxChel finds sanctuary on earth 

among vultures, but the sun finds her again and lures her home. Wearying of this persistent 

domestic violence, she leaves him and wanders through the skies, making herself invisible 

whenever he comes near. 

Reader, think about the stories about goddesses and gods and saints and heroes you’ve been 

reading in this book. Some stories are allegorical—vegetation gods and goddesses like Attis 

and Persephone, or Jupiter and Saturn, who are used to represent Christian virtues. Other 

stories are quasi-historical—the founding of Athens and Rome, the Trojan War, the Arthurian 

mythos, St. Margaret. Some are miraculous—various metamorphoses, Leda’s egg, Catherine’s 

wheel. When we tell such stories, are we recreating their worlds? Are we bringing the stories 

mailto:bawriting@earthlink.net
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into our world and learning lessons to apply to our own lives? When we retell the old stories, 

are we creating new worlds? 

Every Day: Finding the Extraordinary in Our Ordinary Lives (RedWheel/Weiser, 2006), a 

unique daybook of daily meditations, stories, and activities. Her new book, Secret Lives is 

a novel of magical realism about elderly women, younger women, good men, and 

mythological characters including the Green Man and the Norns gone mad in a modern 

world. Her earlier books are Finding New Goddesses, Quicksilver Moon, Goddess 

Meditations, and Practicing the Presence of the Goddess. Her day job is freelance 

editing for people who don't want to embarrass themselves in print. Barbara lives in 

southern California. To purchase a signed copy of Finding New Goddesses, just send 

Barbara an email at bawriting@earthlink.net 
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Solitary Samhain Ritual by Dawn "Belladonna" Thomas 

 

Samhain is a time to honor our ancestors. It is also a time to prepare for the winter and the 

journey through the dark of the year. It is a time to look inside - a time for introspection. 

Preparation: 

Background Music 

Candles: black, white, and red (these represent the phases of a woman’s life) 

Cup with water 

Salt 

An apple 

Sharp knife (to cut apple) 

Marigolds 

Photos of deceased loved ones 

Fall related items (colored leaves, acorns, wheat, corn, etc.) 

Chalice with mead (or another beverage) 

  

Casting the Circle 

Walk the circle three times with the cup of water with salt and say: 

This is the time of the Dark Mother who stands alone. This is a time to think about the cycle of 

life, death, and rebirth. I honor Hecate the crone aspect of the Goddess. I also honor 

Persephone as she guides the souls of the departed through the Underworld. The veil 

between worlds is thin and it is a good time to connect with my loved ones. The Circle is cast. 

Calling the Elements and the Goddess 

Hail to the Spirit of the East, Element of Air. You are the source of cool autumn breezes that 

rustles the fallen leaves. Please join me tonight. 

Hail to the Spirit of the South, Element of Fire. Please warm me with the fire of passion and 

creativity of the colors of the season. Please join me tonight. 
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Hail to the Spirit of the West, Element of Water. Your rains are filling the parched earth with 

life giving water. Please join me tonight. 

Hail to the Spirit of the North, Element of North. Oh Mother Earth, you are beginning your 

retreat for the coming darkness. Please join me tonight. 

Oh Great, Hecate, please lend me your torches to guide me during my work tonight as I walk 

through the crossroads in the darkness. Keep me safe. Please join me tonight.  

The Work and Meditation 

Play background music and pick up the apple. Cut it in half so that the five-point star is shown. 

Eat one half of the apple and leave the other half outside as an offering and say: 

This is the time of year when I acknowledge and honor my ancestors and loved ones. 

Take this time to share your thoughts and memories of them. You can either speak the stories 

out loud or just think about the memories. Meditate on how your life has been affected by their 

presence. After sharing stories and memories, pick up the chalice and give thanks, then drink.  

Opening the Circle 

Great Goddess Hecate, you guided me through the dark while I honored my ancestors. I feel 

safe in your presence. Thank you for being with me. Hail and farewell. 

Spirit of the North, your bounty will provide for me during the winter months. Thank you for 

being with me tonight. Hail and farewell. 

Spirit of the West, your cold water has quenched my thirst. Thank you for being with me 

tonight. Hail and farewell. 

Spirit of the South, your fire has shown that I am passionate and creative. Thank you for being 

with me tonight. Hail and farewell. 

Spirit of the East, your breeze has cooled me and prepared me for cooler weather. Thank you 

for being with me tonight. Hail and farewell. 

The Circle is Open but remains Unbroken. 

Merry Meet, Merry Part, and Merry Meet Again! 

Blessed Be! 


